
The EMD/GM AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain



This presentation is dedicated to 
the memory of Charlie Lehman,
owner of Railworks who made the 
most beautiful models in HO of 

the AeroTrain in brass.



There actually were several types of new There actually were several types of new There actually were several types of new There actually were several types of new 

lightweight trains introduced in the midlightweight trains introduced in the midlightweight trains introduced in the midlightweight trains introduced in the mid----

1950’s. The basic concept of these trains 1950’s. The basic concept of these trains 1950’s. The basic concept of these trains 1950’s. The basic concept of these trains 

wwwwaaaassss    ttttoooo    bbbbrrrriiiinnnngggg    ppppeeeeoooopppplllleeee    bbbbaaaacccckkkk    ttttoooo    tttthhhheeee    rrrraaaaiiiillllssss    mmmmuuuucccchhhh    
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1930’s. . .1930’s. . .1930’s. . .1930’s. . .



For example the Burlington’s Pioneer Zephyr.



Illinois Central’s Green Diamond.Illinois Central’s Green Diamond.Illinois Central’s Green Diamond.Illinois Central’s Green Diamond.



The New Haven’s COMET.The New Haven’s COMET.The New Haven’s COMET.The New Haven’s COMET.





In 1952, the C&O began experimenting with a In 1952, the C&O began experimenting with a In 1952, the C&O began experimenting with a In 1952, the C&O began experimenting with a 
lightweight train. They spent over $500,000.00lightweight train. They spent over $500,000.00lightweight train. They spent over $500,000.00lightweight train. They spent over $500,000.00

to develop it. It literally went nowhere!to develop it. It literally went nowhere!to develop it. It literally went nowhere!to develop it. It literally went nowhere!



So, a new era of lightweights 
began in 1956 with GM 

announcing their AeroTrain.



EMD artists conception for the EMD artists conception for the EMD artists conception for the EMD artists conception for the AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....



EMD artwork for the EMD artwork for the EMD artwork for the EMD artwork for the AeroTrain’sAeroTrain’sAeroTrain’sAeroTrain’s engine,engine,engine,engine,
the LWT12. It was built on a SW1200 frame!the LWT12. It was built on a SW1200 frame!the LWT12. It was built on a SW1200 frame!the LWT12. It was built on a SW1200 frame!



The “inspiration” for the obs car;
The Pontiac rode and sold better!



Chuck Jordan, EMD designer of the Chuck Jordan, EMD designer of the Chuck Jordan, EMD designer of the Chuck Jordan, EMD designer of the AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....
Personally autographed and presented this photo to Charlie LehmannPersonally autographed and presented this photo to Charlie LehmannPersonally autographed and presented this photo to Charlie LehmannPersonally autographed and presented this photo to Charlie Lehmann



Chuck Jordan standing by his creation.Chuck Jordan standing by his creation.Chuck Jordan standing by his creation.Chuck Jordan standing by his creation.



Fabricating the cab at La Grange.



Installing windshield and interior componentsInstalling windshield and interior componentsInstalling windshield and interior componentsInstalling windshield and interior components....



The LWT12 taking shape from the rear.The LWT12 taking shape from the rear.The LWT12 taking shape from the rear.The LWT12 taking shape from the rear.



UpperworksUpperworksUpperworksUpperworks of the of the of the of the carbodycarbodycarbodycarbody taking shape.taking shape.taking shape.taking shape.



Detroit Diesels with the HEP generators.Detroit Diesels with the HEP generators.Detroit Diesels with the HEP generators.Detroit Diesels with the HEP generators.



Electrical cabinet for the HEP.Electrical cabinet for the HEP.Electrical cabinet for the HEP.Electrical cabinet for the HEP.



From \us to @_roTr[in????



Prototype test car.Prototype test car.Prototype test car.Prototype test car.



CarbodyCarbodyCarbodyCarbody shell nearing completion.shell nearing completion.shell nearing completion.shell nearing completion.



Completed coach.Completed coach.Completed coach.Completed coach.



Note the lavish, uncrowded interior.



Single axle truck for the coaches. Two per coach.Single axle truck for the coaches. Two per coach.Single axle truck for the coaches. Two per coach.Single axle truck for the coaches. Two per coach.



Coupler and air hoses.Coupler and air hoses.Coupler and air hoses.Coupler and air hoses.



Ralph Ralph Ralph Ralph Kramden’sKramden’sKramden’sKramden’s bus was much better!!bus was much better!!bus was much better!!bus was much better!!



AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain publicity. publicity. publicity. publicity. 



GM’s scale model of the GM’s scale model of the GM’s scale model of the GM’s scale model of the AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain. Wonder . Wonder . Wonder . Wonder 
where that model is today??where that model is today??where that model is today??where that model is today??



Trains, May, 1956. . . . $.50!



Trains Magazine, 1957 Locomotive Showroom. Trains Magazine, 1957 Locomotive Showroom. Trains Magazine, 1957 Locomotive Showroom. Trains Magazine, 1957 Locomotive Showroom. 
. .come on in and look around!. .come on in and look around!. .come on in and look around!. .come on in and look around!



The The The The AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain in RR News Photos; Trains Mag.in RR News Photos; Trains Mag.in RR News Photos; Trains Mag.in RR News Photos; Trains Mag.



The The The The AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain on display. Note the crowds!on display. Note the crowds!on display. Note the crowds!on display. Note the crowds!



But wait. . .the tour is free!!! But wait. . .the tour is free!!! But wait. . .the tour is free!!! But wait. . .the tour is free!!! 
Crowds finally showed up! Crowds finally showed up! Crowds finally showed up! Crowds finally showed up! 



PRR calendar painting by PRR calendar painting by PRR calendar painting by PRR calendar painting by GrifGrifGrifGrif Teller of the Teller of the Teller of the Teller of the 
AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....

The painting was more spectacular!The painting was more spectacular!The painting was more spectacular!The painting was more spectacular!



PRR PRR PRR PRR AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain in Altoona, PA.in Altoona, PA.in Altoona, PA.in Altoona, PA.



A optimistic advertisement by the NYC.A optimistic advertisement by the NYC.A optimistic advertisement by the NYC.A optimistic advertisement by the NYC.



NYC’s company magazine, the “HEADLIGHT.”NYC’s company magazine, the “HEADLIGHT.”NYC’s company magazine, the “HEADLIGHT.”NYC’s company magazine, the “HEADLIGHT.”



Brochure extolling the uniqueness of the Brochure extolling the uniqueness of the Brochure extolling the uniqueness of the Brochure extolling the uniqueness of the 
AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....



AeroTrain on the UP as the
“City of Las Vegas.” The UP took a 

gamble with this and lost!



AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain on the NYC in Buffalo.on the NYC in Buffalo.on the NYC in Buffalo.on the NYC in Buffalo.



The AeroTrain on the “Standard RR of the World.”
On display in Penn Station, NY Jan. 6-9 1956.

34,000 people toured the train. Too bad not that many rode it.



Since diesels could not operate intoSince diesels could not operate intoSince diesels could not operate intoSince diesels could not operate into
Penn Station, NY; a GG1 pulled the train to/from Newark.Penn Station, NY; a GG1 pulled the train to/from Newark.Penn Station, NY; a GG1 pulled the train to/from Newark.Penn Station, NY; a GG1 pulled the train to/from Newark.



AeroTrain under the wires enroute to 
Pittsburgh.



AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain on the Rock Islandon the Rock Islandon the Rock Islandon the Rock Island
in commuter service.in commuter service.in commuter service.in commuter service.



The AeroTrain’s

competition.



The NYC’s “Xplorer˝



Engine by BEngine by BEngine by BEngine by B----LLLL----H, cars by PullmanH, cars by PullmanH, cars by PullmanH, cars by Pullman----Standard.Standard.Standard.Standard.
The train had so many issues, employees renamed The train had so many issues, employees renamed The train had so many issues, employees renamed The train had so many issues, employees renamed 

it “The it “The it “The it “The XploderXploderXploderXploder.”.”.”.”



The New Haven’s Dan’l Webster.



The The The The Dan’lDan’lDan’lDan’l Webster. Engines by BWebster. Engines by BWebster. Engines by BWebster. Engines by B----LLLL----H, cars by H, cars by H, cars by H, cars by 
PullmanPullmanPullmanPullman----Standard.Standard.Standard.Standard.



The New Haven’s “John Quincy Adams.”The New Haven’s “John Quincy Adams.”The New Haven’s “John Quincy Adams.”The New Haven’s “John Quincy Adams.”
Its engines were the first “dieselIts engines were the first “dieselIts engines were the first “dieselIts engines were the first “diesel----electricelectricelectricelectric----electrics.”electrics.”electrics.”electrics.”



New Haven’s “Roger Williams.”



Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket.” No oxymoron there! Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket.” No oxymoron there! Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket.” No oxymoron there! Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket.” No oxymoron there! 
Engine by EMD, cars by AC&F.Engine by EMD, cars by AC&F.Engine by EMD, cars by AC&F.Engine by EMD, cars by AC&F.



Tail car on the “Jet Rocket.” Looks like Tyco!



•The Jet Rocket was used in Chicago 

commuter service. When that ended, 

the CRI&P sold the engine to the

• US Navy for land-based

• catapult testing.



That didn’t go too well. . .That didn’t go too well. . .That didn’t go too well. . .That didn’t go too well. . .



So, when the testing didn’t go well. It was given 
back to the CRI&P and donated to the Green Bay 
RR Museum in Wisconsin where it still resides.



The Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket” engine The Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket” engine The Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket” engine The Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket” engine 
in Green Bay, WI.in Green Bay, WI.in Green Bay, WI.in Green Bay, WI.



The The The The Pennsy’sPennsy’sPennsy’sPennsy’s “Keystone” tubular train.“Keystone” tubular train.“Keystone” tubular train.“Keystone” tubular train.



Motive Power was a GG1, and a power car to 
supply HEP to the train.



Power car for the “Keystone.”Power car for the “Keystone.”Power car for the “Keystone.”Power car for the “Keystone.”



Painting by Peter Painting by Peter Painting by Peter Painting by Peter LerroLerroLerroLerro of “The Keystone” of “The Keystone” of “The Keystone” of “The Keystone” 
passing Arsenal Tower in passing Arsenal Tower in passing Arsenal Tower in passing Arsenal Tower in PhilaPhilaPhilaPhila....



So, why were the lightweights so successful 

in the Depression years and flops in the 

1950’s? In the 1930’s, most trains were 

pulled by smoke belching, black steam 

engines and dark green cars. People 

yearned for something new, inventive and 

eye-catching. The lightweights provided a 

needed lift for the doldrums of the 

Depression.



After WWII, the railroads looked forward to a post-
war boom in travel. It never happened! People 

wanted new cars, not trains. Congress passed the 
Interstate Highway Act and air travel became the 

way to go. In essence, the railroads invested heavily 
in a dying industry. All of the lightweights could not 
compete! They all had mechanical issues and awful 

riding qualities. The public was not impressed!



The NYC’s “The NYC’s “The NYC’s “The NYC’s “XplorerXplorerXplorerXplorer” and the NH’s “” and the NH’s “” and the NH’s “” and the NH’s “Dan’lDan’lDan’lDan’l Webster” and “John Webster” and “John Webster” and “John Webster” and “John 
Quincy Adams” were withdrawn from service as failures. The Quincy Adams” were withdrawn from service as failures. The Quincy Adams” were withdrawn from service as failures. The Quincy Adams” were withdrawn from service as failures. The 

PRR, NYC and UP gave the PRR, NYC and UP gave the PRR, NYC and UP gave the PRR, NYC and UP gave the AeroTrainsAeroTrainsAeroTrainsAeroTrains back to GM. The “plunge” back to GM. The “plunge” back to GM. The “plunge” back to GM. The “plunge” 
into the lightweights was a dismal failure. Eventually “out of the into the lightweights was a dismal failure. Eventually “out of the into the lightweights was a dismal failure. Eventually “out of the into the lightweights was a dismal failure. Eventually “out of the 

ashes” Amtrak was created in 1971ashes” Amtrak was created in 1971ashes” Amtrak was created in 1971ashes” Amtrak was created in 1971
to save the American passenger train.to save the American passenger train.to save the American passenger train.to save the American passenger train.



The The The The AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain survives in modelssurvives in modelssurvives in modelssurvives in models....



The 1956 Varney HO model with
Kemtron“AeroDrive.”



A battery operated tin A battery operated tin A battery operated tin A battery operated tin AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....



MTH OMTH OMTH OMTH O----Scale Scale Scale Scale AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....



ConCorConCorConCorConCor HO Scale HO Scale HO Scale HO Scale AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain....



HO brass HO brass HO brass HO brass AeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrainAeroTrain by by by by RailworksRailworksRailworksRailworks....



Even playing cards issued by GM!



Ironically, the models and playing 
cards were more successful than 

the train that inspired them. 



The end. . .thank you!!The end. . .thank you!!The end. . .thank you!!The end. . .thank you!!


